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importation of Philippine products and the free immigration of Filipino
labour into the Continental United States; and this free access to
what was by far the greatest single national market in the whole
World became more and more lucrative to the Filipinos in proportion
as foreign goods and foreign labour were excluded from entry more
and more jealously by the flowing tide of protectionism and isola-
tionism in contemporary American policy. As this process went on,
the previously unchallenged natural right of the Filipinos came to
wear the appearance of an extraordinary privilege; and this privilege
became conspicuous, and intolerable, in the eyes of Continental
United States producers and workers with whom Philippine labour
and products were in competition, as soon as the United States began
to feel the full force of the World Economic Depression.
Therewith, the political agitation in the United States for the ex-
clusion of Philippine imports and immigrants redoubled its activity;
and in view of the accepted axiom that the United States could not
legitimately free itself from Philippine economic competition except
through the act of freeing the Philippines from American political
domination, the political independence of the Philippines, as a vital
and urgent American interest, became a battle-cry in the domestic
politics of the United States, while a counter-campaign was launched
by American commercial companies which had sunk capital in
Philippine plantations in the belief that Philippine-grown sugar and
other tropical products were assured of free access to the United
States market.
In consequence of the peculiar American blend of political altruism
with economic selfishness, the twentieth-century neo-mercantilism
of the Western World here produced a relation between a tropical
dependency and its Western political masters which was the exact
reverse of the typical eighteenth-century situation. In the eighteenth
century, Western Powers had clung to their political control over
tropical dependencies in order to turn political ascendancy to account
for economic exploitation. In the twentieth century, the United
States was now seeking to thrust political independence upon the
Philippines, even more rapidly than jbhe Filipinos themselves had
quite bargained for, in order to protect its own home market against
Filipino competition.
These were the principal factors governing the course of American-
Philippine relations during the seven and a half years ending in the
summer of 1934. We have now to carry down the record to this date
from the point at which the narrative has been broken off in the
Survey far 1926.